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PHOENIX CATHOLIC COMMITTEE 

ON SCOUTING

Presents…

THE AD ALTARE DEI PROGRAM
“To the Altar of God”

PURPOSE

The Ad Altare Dei Program is to help Catholic Boy Scouts of the Roman Rite develop a fully Christian way of life in a faith community.  The program is organized in steps on the Seven Sacraments.  This is no a substitute for formal religious education in the Parish or Catholic School.
THE MEDAL

The emblem is a bronze cross suspended from a ribbon of papal colors – yellow and white with a fine red, white and blue strip down the center of the ribbon. A bronze star surmounts the top of the ribbon with the inscription “Ad Altare Dei.”  This medal may be worn on the left breast pocket of the Boy Scout Uniform Shirt.

An embroidered knot patch representing the medal may be worn for convenience. This is a silver knot on a purple field.

ELIGIBILITY

The Ad Altare Dei program was designed by the National Catholic Committee® on Scouting for Boy Scouts of the Catholic faith, and is supported locally by the Knights of Columbus.

NOTE: You must be a baptized Catholic, a registered Boy Scout, active in your troop for 6 months, and have completed the sixth grade. Not in all cases, but  it is recommended that the Scout will get more out of the program if he is in the 8th Grade, or late 7th Grade. 


BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Ask yourself: Is my reverence for God something I save only for Sunday?  This program helps you to see Jesus Christ as part of your day to day life. Spiritual growth should be your underlying goal if you decide to earn your award.

The Boy Scout charter states “no member can grow into the best kind of citizen without recognizing his obligation to God.” Spiritual growth and Scouting go hand in hand.

You are expected to be a regular participant at Sunday Mass. Part of your required work in this program will be more easily understood when you see the Eucharist as the center of your Faith.
WHAT WILL I DO?

You will do independent work in a notebook, meet with a Scout from your Troop who has earned this award, meet with a counselor and other candidates from your Troop for classes, work on projects, and go before a Board of Review. In the Diocese of Phoenix when you earn your award, Bishop Olmsted will present the Emblem at a special Diocese-wide Award Ceremony. The ceremony is generally in the 3rd Sunday in May and attended by scouts from around the State of Arizona.

HOW MUCH TIME WILL IT TAKE?

You will spend between 25 – 35 hours on this program before the Board of Review which meets the 3rd Wednesday in April. Most of this time is independent work and service projects. Your assigned Religious Emblems Counselor will conduct an initial Orientation Meeting for you and your parents in order to fill you in on all the details and to help get you started.

WHAT ABOUT MY PARENTS?

Parents should plan on helping and supporting you in this work. They do not have to be a Catholic. Some projects do involve their participation though. Tell them it is easy and they can talk to your counselor at any time. Of course you may need transportation. We try to make the schedule easy for everyone.
WHAT’s NEXT?

Inform you Scoutmaster, SPL, or your Religious Emblem Counselor NO LATER THAN ____________ ___, 20___. Purchase the “Red” Ad Altare Dei Scout Manual from the Scout shop – ask for help if you can’t find it. Read the Introduction “Purpose of this Program.”  Attend the First Meeting with at least one of your parents.  This meeting will be held _____________ __, 20__.

ANYTHING ELSE?

Yes. This is a great opportunity to learn what it means to be a Catholic, especially a Catholic Boy Scout. You will be one of the select groups of people around the world who wear this prestigious award. It is educational and fun.  Just do it !!!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Call your Religious Emblems Counselor

Counselor:_____________________

Phone #:  (_____) ___-____
E-Mail Address: _______________________
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